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Welcome to the 2021 spring semester.  I hope that you all had an opportunity to
relax and re-charge over the holidays.
As we preview the coming months, the primary consideration remains the pandemic
and the fact that the Inland Empire has become a hot zone.  For everyone who has
lost a family member(s) or friend(s), please accept my deepest sympathies.  Our
communities are in a great deal of pain at the present time as COVID-19 continues
to spread.  I encourage all of you to stay safe which means remaining vigilant,
following CDC protocols (including getting an annual flu shot, which is free with most
health insurance plans), and receiving a vaccine once it becomes available for the
“tier” to which you are assigned.  Our campus COVID website is regularly updated
with the latest information.
I want to commend our community for coming together, even virtually, during the
past year and on into this new one.  Our daily lives changed quickly in 2020 and that
has continued into 2021: working remotely, conducting classes remotely, and
managing family responsibilities (including supervising our children’s education) in
lives which have become very differently structured. The ongoing distribution of
vaccines offers us a widening window of hope for the fall semester—I look forward to
seeing you in person once again on our campus.  In the meantime, the campus
continues to provide support through our Employee Assistance Program.
California Governor Gavin Newsom has released his first draft of a budget for 2021-
22.  You can read my previous message from earlier this month.  As always, the
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budget allocation for the California State University has a direct impact on us at
CSUSB, and we won’t know the final outcome until the budget discussions with the
legislature conclude and are voted on mid-year.
Now, more than ever, it is time for us to double down on who we are at CSUSB:  a
diverse and inclusive higher education community dedicated to growing a safe and
welcoming environment for all who wish to study, teach and work here.  At the end of
the day, we are all colleagues engaged in a common mission.  Let us hold to the
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